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President’s Message

Hello my
fellow Gents, I
hope everyone
is well!

It is with
great sadness
that, at this
time, I have to
announce that I will be stepping
away from my position as

B

Gents News March 2023

A Hot-Rod-Dad Story
I like to think of myself as a true car guy, meaning

that I am not loyal to any one brand. The car I

own that some of you would associate with me is
my '72 Plymouth Valiant
Scamp; but I also own a
’54 Chevy Bel Air, a ‘60
Ford pickup, and
recently just bought a '69
Barracuda Notch Back. I
have always, since I was a
kid, liked cool cars. I
remember riding in my
parent’s car, looking out the window searching the
roads to spot any hot rods going by.

I've lived in the Spokane area my entire life, but
when I was 12, we moved to Mead. There, two doors
down from us, I became friends with a boy whose dad
was a builder of show cars - that really piqued my
interest!

No one in my family really had any hot rods; and
their influence on me regarding vehicles was simply
the basic maintenance required to keep them running.
I did learn a few things from my uncle, and some
friends, but the rest of it I've had to learn on my own. I
don’t profess to be an expert in building hot rods, but
I'm getting better at it every day. I still have much to
learn and the more things I learn how to do myself the
less it will cost me to build a cool ride. I'm passionate
about learning as much as I can about the do-it-




yourself end of this hobby because with a wife, two kids, and a home
to maintain the time and money for
limited. That said, I know I am a
I have and the life that I have that
As far as what I'm doing now;, I
called “Child’s Garage”. Itis aimed more toward the younger person
who wants to get into this hobby but doesn’t have a ton
of money, doesn’t know how to work on them, or is
intimidated by the process. I post videos on my page of whatever it is I'm
working on any given day in my shop. Lately, I've been
working on my Barracuda — it’s a project car - and will
continue to be one for a while. At this point I am trying
to get it road-worthy to enjoy driving it this summer.
I'm just a hot-rod-dad that likes going to car shows and
showing the family a fun time as we go cruising in a cool car!
Matt child, Author and Hot-Rod Dad

building hot rods is quite

pretty lucky guy for the wife that
allows me to do what I love.
have started a Facebook page

My Other Passion ~ by Rick Sawyer
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My ‘64 Thunderbird

My name is Matthew Loomis, and I am sending this article - with pictures- to show what
progress I've made on my '64 T-Bird, or Thunder Chicken, as I have heard it called. I
purchased her down in Kennewick two years ago. I'll admit, I did not have the knowledge to
know what I was getting into, but I had a gut feeling about the car. Straight lines, no rust,
and the interior was fantastic for her age. Mechanically, things were not so fantastic. I'll get
into that shortly.

Dean Garvey is my sponsor, a wonderful gentleman. Without him recommending a
backyard mechanic who is worth his weight in gold, I'd be up the creek without a paddle.

The T-Bird was tired. I couldn’t even drive her around the block without her overheating.
That has since been resolved. Below is a list of things that have been done to her so far:

Fixed a driver’s side exhaust manifold leak
Installed a new water pump

Installed a new power steering pump
Installed new cap, rotor, plugs, and wires
Rebuilt the original carb

Replaced the coolant plugs -
New drum brakes all around (Should have gone with a 65, then I would have front disc
brakes!)

Rebuilt the power brake booster

Added a new fuel tank

Added a new fuel sending unit
Installed a new radiator

Completely rebuilt the front suspension
Removed the original carb and installed an Edelbrock AVS2 650 cfm carb on her. She was a
different car after that!
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I know the rear end needs going through, but I haven’t won the lottery - yet.

As one of the youngest members at 35, I completely support the mentor program. Without
Dean I would be lost. I would love to see the club continue for years to come. I haven’t had
many conversations with y’all, but I look forward to them. I remember the Good Guys show
where I spoke to Les Seidel; and I also spoke with him at the Thrifty Show at the Spokane
Valley Mall. I miss him.

I am proud to be a Gent and would like to show off
the club sticker!
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Custom Cars are Good for the Soul

John had always been passionate about cars. As a young boy, he would spend hours playing with
toy cars, and as he grew older, his interest in cars only intensified. He loved everything about them
- their design, their power, their sound. So when John turned 18, he bought his first car - a beat-up
old Ford Mustang. It was nothing special, but John saw something in it that others didn’t. He saw
potential.

Over the next few years, John spent every spare moment he had working on his Mustang. He
taught himself how to fix engines, how to paint cars, and how to design custom interiors. He spent
all his money on new parts and tools, and he worked long hours at his day job so that he could
spend his weekends in his garage. It was hard work, but it was incredibly satisfying.

Eventually, John’s Mustang was transformed. It was no longer a beat-up old car, but a sleek and
powerful machine. Everywhere John drove it, people turned their heads. They asked him how he
had managed to make it look so good, and John would proudly tell them about all the work he had
put into it.

But building custom cars wasn’t just about impressing other people. For John, it was a deeply
personal experience. It was a way for him to express himself creatively and to challenge himself to
learn new skills. It was a way for him to connect with something he loved on a fundamental level.

And it wasn’t just about the final product, either. The process of building a custom car was just as
important as the end result. John loved the feeling of getting his hands dirty, of working tirelessly
on a project that he knew would eventually pay off. He loved the sense of accomplishment he felt
when he solved a problem or learned something new.

As John continued to build custom cars, he found that the process was good for his soul. It gave
him a sense of purpose and fulfillment that he couldn’t find anywhere else. It allowed him to focus
his energy on something positive and productive, rather than on the stress and challenges of
everyday life.

And it wasn’t just John who benefited from this hobby. Other people were inspired by his work,
too. John's custom cars became a source of inspiration for others who shared his passion for cars.
They would see what he had built and feel motivated to start their own projects. John loved being
able to share his knowledge and enthusiasm with others, and he was always happy to help anyone
who needed advice or guidance.

In the end, John realized that building custom cars wasn’t just a hobby - it was a way of life. It was
something that had become ingrained in his identity, something that made him who he was. And
he was grateful for it, because he knew that it had brought him more joy and satisfaction than he
could ever have imagined.

This was written by CHAT GPT-4, (that was developed by OpenAl), after entering the prompt
“write a 500 word essay on why building custom cars is good for the soul.”

It took less than a minute.
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** ¥ *Upcoming Events™* * *

_LhesSeventh Annual 2023 GENTS EVENTS

SHOW, Saturday, June 3, from 9 am-2
pm. All proceeds go to Second Harvest
Food Bank.

PN VA O 25N | 2023 FATHER'S DAY WENDLE AUT
3 : SHOW, Sunday, June 18, from 9 am - 2
pm. All proceeds to benefit the

n1ldren Miracle Netwo

~__APRIL 14-16, 2023 + ALL INDOORS! “ “_ "

- SPOKANE FAIRGROUNDS - 4?).4 N HAVANA

QLISPEL, (IS

SHADLE PARK CLASS OF 25°

AR SHOW

EVENTS

RACE TO REMEMBER 5K

Saturday, May 27th | 8:30 am-10:00 am
Fairmoun t Memoria 1 Park

525 Entry Fee With T-Shirt | $I5 Without T-Shirt

SALUTE TO SERVICE BENEFIT CONCERT & CAR SHOW
Sunday, May 28th | 5:00pm-7:30pm
race

All Proceeds Benefit Second Harvest Food Bank

FLAG CRUISE

& FAIRMOUNT
MEMORIAL ar
ASSOCIATION IRty

MEMORIAL DAY SERVICE
Monday, May 30th | 10am
morial d

Spokane Memorial Gardens
5909 S Cheney-Spokane Road

RK HIG
S “\,‘. PA H Sc,,aol
4327 N ASH ST, SPOKANE WA
10 AM-2P M

MELVIN M. SMITH DETACHMENT OF THE MARINE
CORPS LEAGUE MEMORIAL DAY SERVICE

w Monday, May 30th | llam

aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa

FLAG RETIREMENT SERVICE

Monday. May 30th | llam
Pines Cemetery

COME SUPPORT THE CLASS OF 25'
24

visit
Fac

B @HERITAGE

3900+ American Flags on
Display at All Cemeteries

HARVEST
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